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1. Lens Corrections 

➢ Remove chromatic aberrations 

➢ Remove/correct lens distortions 

2. Transformation  

➢ Levelling horizons 

➢ Ensuring buildings are upright/horizons level  

➢ Correcting perspective issues 

3. Crop 

➢ Consider composition look for what is needed what is not 

➢ Crop out distractions or consider for removal in step 9 

4. Colour balance 

➢ White balance on neutral subject 

➢ Does it improve the image? 

5. Exposure Correction 

➢ Convert to monochrome to carry out this step 

➢ Ensure highlights and shadows are not clipping 

➢ Do shadows need lightening or darkening? 

➢ Leave a little headroom for next step 

6. Contrast 

➢ Raise and lower overall contrast to see what improves or not. 

7. Colour – Skip this step if producing a mono image 

➢ Revert from mono to colour in step 5 if required 

➢ Which colours are too strong or too weak? 

➢ Adjust saturation and luminance for problem colours 

➢ Consider creativity – perhaps split-tone? 

8. Dodging, Burning and tonal refinement 

➢ Adjust local hotspots and areas that are too dark or too light 

▪ Consider where you want the viewers attention to be focussed 

▪ If mono use sliders to darken lighten certain colour to improve 

▪ Otherwise use dodging and burning tools 

➢ Consider graduated filters for broader adjustments to skies etc 

➢ Look for distracting elements that draw the eye and darken them or remove 

➢ Consider luminosity masks – advanced editing 

9. Clean-Up 

➢ Remove sensor spots 

➢ Remove distracting elements – rubbish, white stones etc 

10. Finalize 

➢ Reconsider composition and crop and adjust if necessary 

➢ Save the image as it is 99% completed 

➢ Consider final use, print or dpi? 

▪ Resize image for print 

▪ Resize image for Dpi 

▪ Convert to sRGB if DPI 

▪ Apply border if preferred for DPI (try white 2-3 pixels) 

➢ Sharpen 

▪ Only perform if necessary and be prepared to undo and lessen 

▪ Examine closely at least 100% and even 400% for haloes etc?  

▪ Sit back and admire your masterpiece.  

 


